
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 

 

Hello, parents! Thank you so much for being supportive of Ridgeway Elementary School! 
Throughout this extraordinary year, you have continued to collaborate with us as we 
have navigated through our journey of learning in a virtual world and building strong 
relationships. 

I am so proud of our students! Whether they are learning virtually full time or on a 
hybrid schedule, they have connected with their teachers and their classmates, 
completed their work, participated in class, and done an amazing job with technology. 
As they mature and prepare for the next grade level, I have no doubt they will succeed! 
Way to go, Ridgeway Elementary! 

A big thanks to the PTA for producing the 20-21 yearbook! Under the leadership of Mrs. 
Ybarra, they have worked tirelessly to do the best they can while living through a 
pandemic. The link to the yearbook will be sent out through a Connect Ed message. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or need support. 

Thank you! 

Sharon H. Hansen, Acting Principal 

Ridgeway Elementary School  

 

Ridgeway Elementary 
School 

May 2021 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

The Ridgeway family encourages community involvement, values learning, 

and promotes character. 

 VISION STATEMENT VALUES 

Every student at Ridgeway will be productive members of our world by displaying: 

❖ Competence toward rigorous standards assessed through ongoing state 

and school-based assessments. 

❖ Compassion as students develop values and demonstrate a caring affect. 

❖ Confidence as they develop and demonstrate the ability to persevere 

through complex tasks and to accept challenges. 

 

 



 

  SHOWING THAT 
                RIDGEWAY PRIDE! 

 
                                        May 3-8 is Teacher Appreciation Week. 
                        We are so thankful for all of our Amazing Teachers!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for planting the seeds of knowledge! 
 
 
 
 

Ridgeway MESA Team Qualifies for State Competition 
Our school has a MESA Club (Math, Engineering, Science, Achievement Club 
sponsored by AACPS Advanced Co-Curricular Programs and Johns Hopkins 
Applied Physics Lab). 
This year's students overcame many challenges in order to engineer projects 
and work as a team virtually for competition. We are excited to announce that 
one of our teams won first place in Anne Arundel County and they are now 

"going" (virtually) to state competition! Make sure to congratulate Jackson 

Coleman, Ryan Flynn, Cole Hammen, Quinn Jones, and Maebh Kiernan if you 

see them for developing a mobile phone app to measure BMI, count steps, and    

set goals. Thank you to Mrs. Sym who supports this team every step of the way! 
 
 



 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
AACPS has planned a wide range of summer 
programs for elementary, middle and high 
school students. Programs will be focused on 
helping students engage in unfinished 
learning following this unprecedented school 
year, with a focus on mathematics, literacy, 
and preparing for the next grade level. All 
programs will support students to have fun 
while building healthy relationships with peers, 
practicing skills, and learning new concepts. 

Elementary and middle school programs will 
offer mathematics, literacy, cultural arts, 
movement, mindfulness, and co-curricular 
experiences. At the high school level, there 
will be a wide range of opportunities to earn 
high school credits in all subject areas 
required for graduation – credit recovery and 
original credit opportunities. Traditional 
summer offerings, including Extended School 
Year (ESY), Summer Engage Academy, 
SOAR, Soaring to Success, Summer Bridges, 
Arlington Echo experiences, and other 
academic and co-curricular enrichment 
opportunities and camps will also be 
offered.  Importantly, our community-based 
partners have joined us to design and offer 
this robust summer suite of programs for our 
students across the county. 

Programs will: 

o be offered only to students who are currently 
enrolled in AACPS schools. * 

o be offered at no cost to all AACPS enrolled 
students. 

o be either virtual or in-person (no hybrid). 
o provide limited transportation from hub stops 

throughout communities. 
o provide breakfast and lunch for all-day 

programs. 
o run 4 days per week (Monday - Thursday). 

 

 

 

Phase One registration will open on April 22, 
2021 and close on April 30, 2021. (If seats 
are not filled during this time, registration will 
reopen to fill seats.) 

Summer seats are not guaranteed for all 
students.  The federal funds used to support 
summer offerings require us to consider 
student's unfinished learning and student 
need as student selections are made.  If the 
student demand exceeds the number of seats 
available, we will use need to make final 
student selections.  Once your student is 
selected to attend, you will be notif ied by the 
program director with additional 
information. NOTE: Initial notifications will be 
made in early May. 
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            5th GRADE PARENTS 

· Your child must be immunized for Tdap 

and Meningitis before entering 7th grade. 

· Your child can receive these 

immunizations once they are 11 years old. 

· If the shots have been given, please send 

the record to school ASAP. 

· If the shots have not been given, please 

make arrangements to get the shots as 

soon as possible and send in the record to 

school. 

The immunizations can be sent via: 

· Fax number: 410-222-6526 

· Nurse3192@aacps.org 

· Student may deliver to the office or 

health room 

Have a Great Summer! 

Please contact the School Nurse with any 

questions: 

Krista Martin, R.N. 410-672-3346 



                                                                

             
What’s Happening at Ridgeway 

 
ACC I- 
May is best month to learn about plants and gardening. In our Curriculum this month students will 

explore 2 beautiful books “Grow, Garden, Grow” and “Mrs. Green’s Garden”. In these 2 books we will 

learn all about different kinds of Plants such as “Flowers, Trees, Vegetable Plant”. Students will learn 

about how to care about plants, each kind of plant needs to different kind of care to grow and can be 

plant in different places (some can be planted at home, some can plant at garden or park) and how 

that each kind of plant have different needs, some plants need a lot of sun, some needs shades. Some 

plants need a lot of water and others needs a little water. Students will also learn how can we help our 

community by planting new plants and flowers. In Science Students will explore and learn about 

different parts of the plant, and we will do some planting activities. 

ACC II- 
Throughout the month of May, our students will be learning about life cycles of plants and animals. 

They will be reading two fictional stories: Ian Grows A Sunflower and If I Were A Plant. The first 

story focuses on the life cycle of a sunflower and allows students to label the different parts of a plant. 

The second story allows them to imagine what they might need to survive if they were a plant. It also 

allows them to compare/contrast humans and plants. The two nonfiction stories include: Snack On 

The Sun and Do Plants Eat Bugs?. Throughout these texts students will learn how plants get nutrients 

from the sun and how some plants, like the Venus Fly Trap, eat other living things. As the weather 

gets warmer and plants start blooming, we are hoping to do some science lessons outside as well.

Kindergarten-  

It's Marvelous May! Please continue to encourage your children to be engaged every day in school. We 

know it's hard some days, but we still have many things to learn. In math, students will be working on 

several new concepts such as composing numbers from 11 to 19 into tens and some more ones, 

describing measurable attributes, sorting objects into groups using attributes, and more!  This month 

in Literacy we will continue to have IRA and explicit comprehension lessons. We will be working on 

comparing and contrasting texts, identifying the main topic and key details, and asking questions. 

Please continue to work with your student on their Sight Words and read together at home! In 

writing, we will be starting a new unit on opinion writing. We will also continue to work on writing 

sentences and using our sight words in our writing. Please continue to encourage your child to write 

sentences, sound out words, and spell sight words correctly. In Science, we will explore the sun, 

shadows, and stars.  Students will learn about the properties of light and sound.  We 

will also explore mini-lessons focused on Spring, flowers, bugs and bees! Kindergarten 

Conferences are Thursday, May 27th and Friday, May 28th. Please look for information coming out 

shortly.  Thanks for your help and support!  

First- 
 It is officially the month of May! It is hard to believe we have about 30 days left in the school year! 
With the challenges we have faced this school year, we have all persevered and continue to do 
so.  First Grade is going to begin “Fun Fridays” during May and June.  Keep an eye out for an email 
for the upcoming themes for Fun Friday.    



In Math we will continue to work on adding a multiple of 10 to a two- digit number, adding single 
digit numbers to two-digit numbers and adding 2 two digit numbers.  In Literacy we will focus on 
using text features, identifying the author’s reasons for the text, and identifying the main idea and key 
details in a text to support comprehension.  In Social Studies, the children will learn about goods and 
services and inventors and inventions. In Writing, we will continue to work on Realistic Narrative 
writing.  Thank you for your continued support!!  
 

Second-  
Can you believe it's already MAY? In second grade, we feel like the spring is flying by! This month in 
math, we will continue our work with measurement, and review addition and subtraction (with and 
without regrouping) and explore how to partition shapes by dividing them into equal shares. In 
reading, we continue to demonstrate understanding of various texts through strategies like retelling, 
identifying plot elements, and using text evidence to support our ideas. In writing, we are studying the 
genre of poetry, and will continue writing our own descriptive poems. In Science and Social Studies, 
we will continue to use our knowledge of the food groups to explore and discuss healthy food choices. 
We will also discuss how to be an effective agent of positive change to better our environment. We are 
so proud of all the incredible learning our students have already demonstrated this year and are 
looking forward to jumping into a new month of discoveries! 
 

Third-  

This month in Literacy the students will continue to build skills with fiction text. In Math 
students will revisit “area” with a focus on multiplication and division. Please be sure your child 
is continuing to learn their multiplication and division facts. This is an essential skill moving 
into the next grade. Students will be learning about weather and parachutes in Science class and 
in Social studies, we will explore the environment by participating in an environmental project. 
Thank you for your support and helping your child grow as a third grader. 
 

 Fourth- 
 It's hard to believe that it's already May.  Students who do not complete at least 30 minutes of i-
Ready Reading and 30 minutes of i-Ready Math in class each week, are strongly encouraged to 
complete the lessons outside of class time.  In language arts, we will be reviewing fiction and 
nonfiction skills such as summarizing and making inferences.  In math, students will be solving multi-
step word problems.  We will also use formulas to determine area and perimeter.   In science, we will 
be exploring fuel and the environment. In social studies, students will explore how Maryland's future 
is shaped by its citizens. Enjoy the warm weather and sunshine! 
 

Fifth- 
May and June are always busy months for fifth graders here at Ridgeway. In Language Arts, we are 
working on writing a memoir and reading comprehension skills.  In Social Studies, we are continuing 
our unit on the founding of our American Government.  In Science, we are working engineering and 
creating water filters.  In Math, we will be working on mastering fraction and some algebra concepts. 
 We cannot believe how fast this year has gone. We would like to thank everyone for all of their 
support throughout this unprecedented year.  The students have worked so hard this year.  We would 
like to wish them the best of luck in middle school! 

 

Media-  
Spring is in the air in media! We will continue learning about different genres. We will continue to 
listen to great read aloud books and will participate in the Maryland Black Eyed Susan Award vote. 

 



Art - 
K-2 will be drawing and coloring a beach ball using complimentary colors (color buddies) and 
designing their own skateboard that they draw after they hear a story called When Rhinos Surf.   
3-5 will be learning about the elements of art and the principles of design. They will be completing a 
chart with a variety of combinations of the elements and principles and then creating an artwork 
using all of them together.  
 

Physical Education-  
The Ridgeway students have been doing a really great job during online PE as a whole and we 
appreciate the participation from most. There has been a few "trick shot" videos shown on the 
morning announcements. If any kids would like to submit videos of themselves doing something cool 
or making a trick shot of some sort, please email to me at NKiehle@aacps.org. Ridgeway kids are 
enjoying seeing their peers on the announcements and some need your help to catch the moment on 
tape. This is meant to be a fun activity to highlight being active and creative and totally optional.    

 
 

 

 

As this difficult school year comes to an end, let’s start planning for a summer with 

predictable routines to support our students. Kids thrive on being able to predict future 

experiences based on past ones. If this past year has taught us anything, it’s that 

unpredictability is certain. For many students, school is a safe space of connection and 

predictable structure. In these final weeks of school, we can assist students with a smooth 

transition into the summer and into preparing for the next school year. Patterned repetitive 

experiences can help us create new ways of thinking, perceiving, and feeling. We can 

incorporate a few rituals at the beginning of the day to help students prepare for the day(s) 

ahead.  

Some deep questions to ponder with your child are:  

• What did you learn about yourself this past year?  
• What people or experiences did you miss the most when we were isolated?  
• What were the best parts of learning from home?  
• What were the hardest experiences?  
• Who did you trust this year? What has felt safe to you?  
• What has felt unsafe?  
• What has been painful?  
• What has made you happy?  
• What do you hope for this summer?  
• If you could choose a book, movie, or song that most resembles your life right now, what would 

that be?  
 
When the routines and structures of school year end, students sometimes find that 
summer downtime is boring, depressing, or confusing. This spring, you can work with 
your child to create summer planners and activity options, creating calendars of 
events, ideas for rainy days, or ways to build on personal interests. Planning before 



the summer break allows students to have predictability and options so they don’t 
wake up and play video games for five hours straight or sleep their summer days 
away. Whatever we spend time doing, practicing, or even feeling and thinking gets 
stronger because the connections in our brains become hardwired with time and 
practice. Encourage students to use the summer break to delve into their interests, 
passions, and strengths. Brainstorm with them about things they can practice this 
summer and skills or interests they can work to improve.  
 
Research on the pandemic’s effect on mental health is still in the early stages, but 
current evidence shows a surge in anxiety and depression among children and 
adolescents. Students may benefit from planning for how to calm down when they get 
upset. Some simple ideas include taking three deep breaths, splashing cold water on 
their face, texting or calling a trusted friend or family member, taking a walk 
outdoors, and/or writing a letter, journaling, or drawing an image of how they feel in 
the moment. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me at mstup@aacps.org if you need 
further assistance. 

Congratulations to the following students for earning Student of the Month 

by demonstrating HONESTY throughout the school. 

 

 

 
Kindergarten  
Ms. Canelli – Landon W. 
Ms. Corso-Sherrod M. 
Ms. Evans- Kenzie M. 
Mrs. Calma –Kourtney G. 
Mrs. Sweitzer– Marvin M.O. 
Ms. Webb-Brookly H. 
  

First Grade  
Ms. Choo-Mia H. 
Mrs. Clark –Hope D. 
Mrs. Louvar- Talia M. 
Ms. Klingensmith- Nathaniel M. 
Ms. Shiffrin-Grant Z. 
  

Second Grade  
Ms. D’Angelo- Trent R. 
Ms. Gaunt- Alex V. 
Ms. Johnston-Shaun D. 
Mrs. Sym- Nick N. 
   
ACC II-Joshua P. 
 

Weisman (ESOL) 
Mohammed A.           
 

Third Grade  
Mrs. Brown-Eunice L. 
Ms. Downie- Dominique L. 
Ms. Potts- Malia D. 
Ms. Stanton-Nicole O. 
Mrs. Zak-Sophia V. 
 

Fourth Grade   
Mrs. Carrigan- Elias C. 
Ms. Heisman- Nate R. 
Ms. Karamboulis-Gissel P. 
Mrs. Quarantillo- Sasha S. 
Ms. Stepien- Jiovanni O.B. 
 
 

Fifth Grade  
Mr. Fox- Jamaal H. 
Mrs. Harper-Lippert- Olivia J. 
Ms. Stinchcomb-Isabella P. 
Ms. Toth-Shane W. 
Ms. Williams- Liara A. 

 

mailto:mstup@aacps.org


 

 

 

Ethan S. Fantasy World 

Mia H.-Robot 

Tyler H.-Fantasy World 

Oliver D.-Robot 

Lucia B.-Fantasy World 

Joshua W.-Robot 



  


